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Introduction 
 

 
 
The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge O Level First Language 
Urdu (3247), and to show how different levels of candidates’ performance (high, middle and low) relate to the 
subject’s curriculum and assessment objectives.  
 
In this booklet candidate responses have been chosen to exemplify a range of answers. Each response is 
accompanied by a brief commentary explaining the strengths and weaknesses of the answers.   
 
For ease of reference the following format for each component has been adopted: 

 
Each question is followed by an extract of the mark scheme used by examiners. This, in turn, is followed by 
examples of marked candidate responses, each with an examiner comment on performance. Comments are 
given to indicate where and why marks were awarded, and how additional marks could have been obtained. 
In this way, it is possible to understand what candidates have done to gain credit and what they still have to 
do to improve. 
 
This document illustrates the standard of candidate work expected which should help teachers assess what 
is required of learners beyond what is clear from the mark scheme. Some question types where the answer 
is clear from the mark scheme, such as short answers and multiple choice, have therefore been omitted.  
 
Past papers, Examiner Reports and other teacher support materials are available on Teacher Support at 
https://teachers.cie.org.uk 
  

Question 

Mark scheme 

Example candidate 

response 

Examiner comment 

https://teachers.cie.org.uk/
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Assessment at a glance 
 

 
 

 
 
Teachers are reminded that the latest syllabus is available on our public website at www.cie.org.uk and 
Teacher Support at https://teachers.cie.org.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.cie.org.uk/
https://teachers.cie.org.uk/login_form?came_from=https%3A//teachers.cie.org.uk/index_html
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Part 1 Reading 
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Part 1 Reading, continued 
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Part 1 Reading, continued 
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Mark scheme 
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Example candidate response – high 
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Example candidate response – high, continued 
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Examiner comment – high 
 
(i) The candidate has answered this question very well. Full information has been given and this was all 
written in the candidate’s own words. 
 
Mark awarded = 1/1  
 
(ii) This question has been answered in candidate’s own words. All four points have been mentioned, without 
repetition. 
 
Mark awarded = 4/4  
 
(iii) This question has been answered very precisely in the candidate’s own words. Two pieces of 
information have been provided to gain full marks. 
 
Mark awarded = 2/2  
 
(iv) This question was attempted very well. Two details were provided to gain full marks. There was no 
repetition in the answer. 
 
Mark awarded = 2/2  
 
(v) This question has been fully answered in the candidate’s own words. All three points have been 
mentioned without repetition. 
 
Mark awarded = 3/3  
 
(vi) This question was written well and all three points were covered in the candidate’s own words. 
 
Mark awarded = 3/3  
 
(vii) A very good response with full details, written in the candidate’s own words. The answer is precise and 
there is no repetition.  
 
Mark awarded = 3/3  
 
(viii) The answer is direct, detailed, without repetition and in the candidate’s own words.  
 
Mark awarded = 3/3  
 
(ix) This question requires the candidate to give an opinion. In this case the candidate has written in detail, 
expressing their opinion clearly. 
 
Mark awarded = 4/4  
 
Total mark awarded = 25 out of 25 
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Example candidate response – middle 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued 
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Examiner comment – middle 
 
(i) The candidate’s answer does not address the required points. The candidate does not score any marks. 
 
Mark awarded = 0/1  
 
(ii) The candidate has answered the question but not fulfilled all of the requirements. They have mentioned 
only one point relevant to the text. 
 
Mark awarded = 1/4  
 
(iii) The information the candidate has given is relevant and both points are mentioned. 
 
Mark awarded = 2/2  
 
(iv) This question was well attempted. Two details are provided and there is no repetition in the answer. 
 
Mark awarded = 2/2  
 
(v) This question has been answered properly. All three points have been mentioned so the full three marks 
are awarded.  
 
Mark awarded = 3/3  
 
(vi) The candidate does not understand the requirements of the question. Only two of the required three 
points are mentioned.  
 
Mark awarded = 2/3  
 
(vii) This is a good attempt with full details provided in the candidate’s own words. The answer is precise and 
there is no repetition. 
 
Mark awarded = 3/3  
 
(viii) The answer is direct, without repetition and written in the candidate’s own words. 
 
Mark awarded = 3/3  
 
(ix) This question requires the candidate to give an opinion. In this case the candidate has answered very 
well by providing full details and a clear opinion.  
 
Mark awarded = 4/4  
 
 
Total mark awarded = 20 out of 25 
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Example candidate response – low 
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Example candidate response – low, continued 
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Examiner comment – low 
 
(i) The candidate’s answer is irrelevant to the question and they score no marks. 
 
Mark awarded = 0/1  
 
(ii) The candidate has answered this question well, but has missed one main point to score full marks. Three 
of the points made are relevant but the fourth is not. 
 
Mark awarded = 3/4  
 
(iii) The answer here does not have any valid points in relation to the question. It looks like the candidate 
confused the questions as they mentioned points needed for another answer. 
 
Mark awarded = 0/2  
 
(iv) This question is attempted well. Two details are given without repetition and are written in the 
candidate’s own words. 
 
Mark awarded = 2/2  
 
(v) The candidate has answered the question well and all three points are covered without repetition. 
 
Mark awarded = 3/3  
 
(vi) The candidate did not fully address the requirements of the question and only two points have been 
raised.  
 
Mark awarded = 2/3  
 
(vii) This is a good attempt written precisely, without repetition and in the candidate’s own words. 
 
Mark awarded = 3/3  
 
(viii) This answer is written accurately, without repetition and in the candidate’s own words. 
 
Mark awarded = 3/3  
 
(ix) This question requires the candidate to record an opinion.  In this case the candidate has given an 
opinion, but has not provided any reasons to justify this. 
 
Mark awarded = 2/4  
 
Total mark awarded = 18 out of 25 
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Part 2 Writing 
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Mark scheme 
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Mark scheme, continued 
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Question 2 
 
Example candidate response from 2 (i) – high  
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Example candidate response from 2 (i) – high, continued  
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Example candidate response from 2 (i) – high, continued  
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Example candidate response from 2 (i) – high, continued  
 

 
 
 

Examiner comment – high 
 

This is an excellent example of an argumentative essay. The candidate has used quotations to identify the 
benefits of both a balanced diet and exercise. The essay is well structured with a clear introduction, middle 
and end. The candidate used clear language to convey both sides of the argument. They have shown that 
both a balanced diet and exercise are linked with one another. This is a very good example of how an 
argument should be organised and developed. 
 
Mark awarded for task achievement and content = 10 out of 10 
Mark awarded for structure = 5 out of 5 
Mark awarded for language= 10 out of 10 
 
Total mark awarded = 25 out of 25 

 
  



Paper 1 – Reading and writing 

 Cambridge O Level First Language Urdu 3247 25 

 

Example candidate response from 2 (ii) – middle 
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Example candidate response from 2 (ii) – middle, continued 
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Example candidate response from 2 (ii) – middle, continued 
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Examiner comment – middle 
 
Rather than a debate, this essay simply lists the advantages and disadvantages of men and women working 
together. The question requires discussion but in this case, the candidate has not developed this aspect of 
their answer. The candidate has focused solely on discussing the qualities of women and at the end of essay 
has failed to give any point of view.  
 
To improve, the candidate should have referred more clearly to the topic in their answer and then discussed 
this in light of their own opinion. 
 
Mark awarded for task achievement and content = 7 out of 10 
Mark awarded for structure = 4 out of 5 
Mark awarded for language= 7 out of 10 
 
Total mark awarded = 18 out of 25 
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Example candidate response from 2 (i) – low  
 

 
 
 

Examiner comment – low 
 
In this essay the candidate has only written about the advantages of exercise and nothing about the benefits 
of a balanced diet. In addition to the lack of argument the sentence structure is poor and information is not 
communicated well. To improve, the candidate should have written a factually supported argument that 
showed why we need both exercise and a balanced diet.  
 
Mark awarded for task achievement and content = 4 out of 10 
Mark awarded for structure = 3 out of 5 
Mark awarded for language= 6 out of 10 
 
Total mark awarded = 13 out of 25 
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Example candidate response 2 (iii) – high  
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Example candidate response – high, continued  
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Example candidate response 2 (iii)  – high, continued  
 

 
 
 

Examiner comment – high 
 
The candidate has written in an articulate way and to a high standard. The style is creative and there is a 
good natural flow. The candidate’s answer is detailed with excellent examples of explanation and 
description. Such detailed writing gives the reader a sense of the environment the candidate is writing about. 
There are a small number of minor spelling mistakes but these do not create any communication problem. 
The essay is very good example of how this type of question should be organised and developed. 
 
Mark awarded for task achievement and content = 10 out of 10 
Mark awarded for structure = 5 out of 5 
Mark awarded for language= 10 out of 10 
 
Total mark awarded = 25 out of 25 
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Example candidate response 2 (iii) – middle  
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Example candidate response 2 (iii) – middle, continued  
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Examiner comment – middle 
 
The focus of this essay is on description. In this case the candidate has described the scene, but has given 
slightly too much focus in their writing to their feelings. There are some areas where there is good 
description; however, more detail would better fulfil the requirements of the question. The spelling is broadly 
acceptable, but there are cases where the number of mistakes could create a communication problem.  To 
improve the candidate could have mentioned other details of the scene at the train station and been more 
accurate with their spelling. 
 
Mark awarded for task achievement and content = 7 out of 10 
Mark awarded for structure = 4 out of 5 
Mark awarded for language= 8 out of 10 
 
Total mark awarded = 19 out of 25 
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Part 1 Unseen passage 
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Part 1 Unseen passage, continued 
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Mark scheme 
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Example candidate response – high  
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Example candidate response – high, continued  
 

 
 
 

Examiner comment – high 
 
The candidate has read the unseen passage very carefully and answered comprehensively. The way the 
candidate has written this answer is a very good example of a high level response. They have mentioned 
both characters in detail and discussed the style of the author with confidence. The language used in the 
answer is excellent and the response is detailed. The candidate has used complex sentence structures and 
shown a critical understanding of the text. 
 
Total mark awarded = 20 out of 20 
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Example candidate response – middle  
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Example candidate response – middle, continued  
 

 
 
 

Examiner comment – middle 
 
The candidate has read the unseen passage and then demonstrated some knowledge and understanding of 
the text. The answer shows an attempt by the candidate to organise and develop their answer. However, 
they have not given equal attention to each character. To improve the candidate should have written about 
both characters equally. In addition to this they should have given more thought to the writer’s style, used 
complex sentence structures and demonstrated a better use of language. 
 
Total mark awarded = 17 out of 20 
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Example candidate response – low  
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Example candidate response – low, continued  
 

 
 
 

Examiner comment – low 
 
The candidate has understood and developed a small number of relevant points at the beginning of their 
answer and one towards the end. The rest of the points are taken directly from the passage. As such, the 
answer provides evidence of only some understanding of the passage. The candidate has not used any 
complex sentence structures and their writing lacks examples of good language choice. They have also 
failed to make any reference to the style of the author. To improve, this candidate needed to describe both 
characters in equal detail and develop their ideas about the writing style of the author. 
 
Total mark awarded = 10 out of 20 
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Part 2 Poetry 
 

 
 
Mark Scheme 
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Example candidate response – high  
 

 
Example candidate response – high, continued  
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Examiner comment – high 
 

This is a comprehensive answer on the poet Mir Taki Mir which shows detailed understanding. The whole 
answer is relevant to the exam question and the candidate has been able to discuss the poet’s use of similes 
and metaphors, language choice and feelings. The answer shows very good research and an in-depth 
knowledge of the poet’s work. The answer meets the criteria for ‘clear understanding of the text and some of 
its deeper implications’. It is a well-developed and detailed response with correct references to the work of 
the poet. 
 

Total mark awarded = 15 out of 15 
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Example candidate response – middle  
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Examiner comment – middle 
 
This is a good and well-structured response to the question. There are clear attempts on the candidate’s 
behalf to show their knowledge of Mir Taki Mir’s poetry. Although the response is very simple and short it 
does show a level of understanding. There is a repetition of ideas in the answer, for example where 
candidate has discussed the simplicity of Mir Taki Mir’s poetry repeatedly. This means the response comes 
under the category of ‘basic communication and basic understanding of work of the poet’. The candidate 
could have improved by giving examples of how the poet used similes and metaphors and the influence of 
his style and use of language. 
 
Total mark awarded = 12 out of 15 
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Example candidate response – low  
 

 
 
 

Examiner comment – low 
 
This response lacks clarity and structure. It seems that the candidate has little knowledge of Mir Taki Mir’s 
poetry. The response is very simple and short with no reference to the work of the poet. The response 
comes under the category of ‘very basic communication and basic understanding of the text’. The candidate 
could have improved by being able to write in more detail about Mir Taki Mir’s work by giving examples. In 
addition to being able to discuss the general nature of the work of the poet, they need to be able to 
demonstrate how similes, metaphors, style and language are used. 
 
Total mark awarded = 6 out of 15 
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Part 3 Prose 
 

 
 

Mark Scheme 
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Example candidate response – high  
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Example candidate response – high, cotinued 
 

 
 
 

Examiner comment – high 
 
This is an excellent answer that is illustrated with good detail. It shows that the candidate has read the text 
thoroughly and understood the work of the author. The candidate has identified that, according to the text, 
the identity of a person is not based on their education or personality but rather on their dress and caste. 
They have also clearly demonstrated ‘might is right’ by explaining that whoever has money and authority 
dominates. The candidate has very clearly shown the differences between rich and poor. The answer falls 
under the category of ‘a well-developed and detailed response’. 
 
Total mark awarded = 15 out of 15 
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Example candidate response – middle  
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Example candidate response – middle, continued  
 

 
 
 

Examiner comment – middle 
 
This is a good response to the question and the candidate has tried to show their knowledge of the author’s 
work. The response is very simple and short but shows understanding by giving examples of how the life of 
the rich is different to that of the poor. There is repetition of ideas in the answer as the candidate has 
discusses the differences they have identified many times. There are spelling mistakes, but this is not a 
language paper, and the misspelling has not created a communication problem. The response comes under 
the category of ‘basic communication and basic understanding of work’. The candidate could have improved 
their mark by giving examples from the text. 
 
Total mark awarded = 12 out of 15 
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Example candidate response – low  
 

 
 
 

Examiner comment – low 
 

This is not a well-considered or well-structured response to this question. It seems that the candidate has 
little knowledge of Ahmed Nadeem Qasmi’s essay Jota. The response is too simple and short and lacks any 
proper reference to the essay which means it comes under the category of ‘very basic communication and 
basic understanding of the text’. The candidate could have scored more marks by giving examples from the 
essay to help provide a detailed explanation of both the main characters Karmoo and Choudhuri. 
 
Total mark awarded = 11 out of 15 
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